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SUBJECT: URANIUM DISCOVERY IN BURUNDI 

OVER LAST TWO WEEKS, SEVERAL PEOPLE WITH CONTACTS TO PRESIDENT 
MICOMBERO AND OTHER SENIOR OFFICIALS HAVE BEEN REPORTING THEIR 
ELATION OVER "MAJOR" URANIUM FIND IN BURUNDI. FRIENDLY MEMBER 
OF UNDP MINERALS SURVEY TEAM TOLD ME MAY ONE THAT DISCOVERY MAY 
TURN OUT TO BE EVEN MORE IMPORTANT FOR BURUNDI ECONOMY THAN NICKEL 
DEPOSITS. 

ORE SITE IS JUST SOUTH OF SMALL TOWN OF KAYANZA (ABOUT 13 MILES 
BELOW RWANDAN BORDER ON BUJUMBURA-KIGALI ROAD). TWO DRILL 
HOLES HAVE BEEN DUG, AND ANALYSIS OF FIRST SAMPLES COMPLETED 
THIS WEEK HAS SHOWN ABOUT ONE QUARTER OF ONE PERCENT URANIUM. 

THIS WAS DESCRIBED AS VERY HIGH CONCENTRATION, AND RICHER 
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FAIRLY LARGE SIZE IS SUSPECTED. CHIEF OF UNDP MINERALS 
EXPLORATION DIVISION IS EXPECTED WITHIN MONTH FROM NEW YORK 
TO REVIEW TECHNICAL SITUATION. ROMANIAN GOVERNMENT GEOLOGISTS 
WHO HAVE RECENTLY BEEN SECONDED TO UNDP TEAM HERE ARE PROMINENT 
IN EXPLORATION WORK BECAUSE OF THEIR EXPERIENCE WITH URANIUM. 

ANOTHER TEAM MEMBER HAS ALSO RECENTLY VISITED BASTNASITE (RARE EARTH) 
MINE. RUN BY BELGIAN CONCESSION IN MOUNTAINS ABOUT 25 MILES 
SOUTH OF BUJUMBURA. THERE HE FOUND SURFACE TRACES OF URANIUM (SIX 
HUNDREDTHS OF ONE PERCENT) WHICH LEADS TEAM TO BELIEVE SUBSURFACE 
ORES ASSOCIATED WITH EUROPIUM CONTAIN METAL QUALITY URANIUM (ABOVE 
TENTH OF ONE PERCENT). TEAM SUSPECTS CONCESSIONAIRES FOUND THIS OUT 
YEARS AGO AND HAVE BEEN SECRETLY MARKETING SOME URANIUM ALONG 
WITH RARE EARTHS IN EUROPE. BURUNDI AUTHORITIES IS NOW 
CONSIDERING PROBLEM OF RENEGOTIATING TERMS OF CONCESSION 
TO ENSURE THAT ANY URANIUM FIND ACCRUES TO GOVERNMENT. 
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